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The part of the Zionist work in Palestine which
has received most admiration, and deservedly so, is
the establishment of the agricultural colonies. The
colonists have been mostly earnest idealists* They
carry out the Zionists* aim to bring Jews back to the
land* That is valuable work not only materially, but
spiritually. The Jews have suffered much through
the separation from a life on the land, which was
forced upon them by hostile laws and hostile circum-
stances* When the Jews lived in Palestine, they were
an agricultural people. Almost every page of the
Bible bears witness to the inspiration and instruction
they received from the soil. Their religion was
largely an outgrowth of their experiences in close
touch with physical nature, its forces, terrors, and
blessings. When they were scattered., the rulers of
Christian Europe made laws prohibiting them from
owning land. Tsarist Russia had, and enforced, such
laws until its last days. Nazi Germany has revived
them. Where there were no such laws, circum-
stances prevented Jews from becoming fanners.
Their position was ever precarious; they were in
constant danger of expulsion from their homes. There
could not be for them the security of tenure which is an
indispensable condition for a healthy agricultural life*

The exclusion from agriculture had deleterious